




La Plata County police unite 

to support cancer care 

The La Plata County Sheriff's Department and 

the Fraternal Order of Police came together in a 

meaningful partnership to support cancer patients 

in our community. With special leadership from 

Sergeant Farrell Dodge and Deputy Tyler Wiseman, 

they made a generous donation to Southwest 

Oncology through Mercy Health Foundation in honor 

of Shelly Dodge. 

Their support will help expand access to life­

saving treatments for cancer care and provide 

transportation assistance for patients in the 

cancer center. 

Thank you, La Plata Sheriff's Department, for your 

commitment to cancer care and for showing us the 

strength of collective compassion and the power of 

community. The Mercy Health Foundation is deeply 

grateful for your support. 

Philanthropy brings specialized 

care to rural hospitals 

The Rural Health and Virtual Care teams have 

acquired seven new telemedicine machines thanks 

to the power of philanthropy. Telemedicine machines 

virtually connect specialists with patients for 

treatment - including remote surgical interventions 

and follow-up care for stroke and heart attacks - 

increasing the chance of a full recovery. When 

rural hospitals do not have a specialist on-site, 

telemedicine machines allow them to provide 

community members with care close to home that 

has lasting impact and saves lives. 

This generous donation was made possible through 

the leadership and philanthropic vision of Mercy 

Hospital President Josh Neff and Regional Vice 

President of Philanthropy Paul R. Ross. 

Every gift makes a difference for our 

neighbors right here in Durango -

thank you! 

The generosity of our community 

supports cancer patients and families 

so they can focus their energy on 

recovery and healing. 



Preventing traumatic brain injury 

in our community 

One physician's vision has saved lives and inspired 

a safer community. In 2009, after treating countless 

preventable traumatic brain injuries (TBI), Mark 

Stern, MD, partnered with Mercy Health Foundation 

to launch the Gray Matters program. This initiative 

provides education on TBls and distributes free 

helmets across the region. Since its first event, more 

than 11,000 helmets have been given away, and 

thousands of students learn each year how to protect 

themselves. 

This fall, we mourned the passing of Dr. Stern, 

who dedicated 25 years to Mercy Hospital before 

his retirement. The City of Durango honored his 

profound impact by proclaiming June 16th as 

"Gray Matters Day." Dr. Stern's work serves as a 

powerful reminder that a single individual can inspire 

truly meaningful change. Our foundation proudly 

carries his legacy forward, continuing to equip our 

community with helmets and vital TBI education. 

Our foundation supporters help us 
continue Dr. Stern's legacy of keeping 
the community safe. 

Teams unite across hospitals to 

deliver uninterrupted care 

When Mercy Hospital's LINAC (radiation machine 
used to treat cancer patients) unexpectedly went 

offiine, caregivers and donors came together to 

make sure no patient missed critical treatment. 

With the Mercy Health Foundation's support, 52 

cancer patients were swiftly transferred to St. 

Mary-Corwin and Penrose Hospitals for radiation 

therapy. Donor-funded resources provided gas 

cards, hotel stays and other essentials, easing the 

burden for families. Dr. Albert, Mountain Region 
Executive Director of Oncology, called it "one of the 
most seamless partnerships I've witnessed." 

When the unexpected happens, we can 
continue to care for patients - 
generous donors make this possible. 
Thank you for your support. 
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